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ARTICLE APPEARED T WASHINGTON pOST

GUprRE C =2 , 7 January 1985

Expling Opn S|

‘ OW CAN.INFORMATION about U.S. spy satellite programs be deduced from !
. Hopensources?_ﬁerg is one example of how analysts proceed. =~ .. -
.. & B . We know from data published by the British that the United States has a -
.- number of intelligence satellites flying in an odd elliptical orbit, passing 2s close as 200 .
» miles t6 Earth at its low point, and as high as 24,000 miles. F rom Air Force testimony
".to"Corigress and articles in Specialized journals, Including Aviation Week, we have
- Jearned that. the Satellite’ Data System (SDS) uses this orbit. SDS satellites, we know
.“from the same sources, have multiple functions; they serve as relay stations for the

rtween the. Air Force Satellite ‘Test Center in Sunnyvale, Calif., and other Air Force!
=" installations tracking U.S. ‘military satellites, * ... ;e L e
'i - In the vicinity of its most djstant.point from earth,-SDS_hovers over the northern’

+ according to this British data, the United States launched five military spacecraft into-
.- that elliptical orbit. .+ we-:- - /-

"The-RAE assumed that ihey were all SDS satellites. But _'in_‘1>97_9, the Air Force d: ;
- “rector of command, control anq communications told a congressional committee that

. :meaning the other two were something else, ' . : - -
~The obvious conclusion is that these were a SIGINT spacecraft. Only two U.S..
. satellite programs are kept totally secret; the SIGINT and ‘photo reconnaissance pro-

. ing just 150 miles overhead. - e e et o S
. On the other hand, a SIGINT satellite that hovered for eight hours over those areas -
" could collect signals from Soviet bomber bases, operating aircraft and the Murmansk
- naval base. So it stands to reason that at least two SIGINT satellites have been
* launched into this orbit. - . .. : N R
e S — JEFFREY T. RICHELSON, WILLIAM M. ARKIN
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